
Secondary School Placement Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
Q: Shouldn’t we start prepping before seventh grade?  
A: No. At Sage, just as we avoid “teaching to the test,” we do not advocate grooming 
students for school admissions. It is impossible to find the right high school fit for your 
child if he/she is in the fourth grade. Children grow, change, and blossom every year. A 
sixth grader, still adjusting to Middle School, cannot possibly imagine what he or she 
might want from a high school experience. While parents may be at that point, students 
of this age are not developmentally ready to project that far ahead. We want students 
to strive to do their best and to develop themselves and their passions during their stay 
at Sage. When the time comes, a student confident in who he/she is will surely 
communicate this to potential schools.  

 

 
Q: What can I do now? 
A: For parents who would like to give their children a boost earlier on, the best things to 
do are to regularly get their children to school in a timely manner (attendance says a lot 
to prospective schools) and to encourage their children to pursue and develop their 
own interests.  Likewise, encouraging students to become avid readers consistently 
helps to build reading comprehension and standardized test scores.   

 

 
Q: How do Sage students perform on the required standardized tests? 
A: Sage students traditionally do quite well on the Secondary School Entrance Exam 
(SSAT).  The average total percentile score of the class of 2012 was 96.6%.   

 

 
Q: How does Sage assist my child in this process? 
A: The Secondary School Placement Coordinator works with students throughout the 
fall of the eighth grade to discuss expectations, school visits, and procedures, and also 
conducts practice interviews with each student well in advance of their first interview at 
a prospective school.  In the winter term, teachers craft thoughtful and detailed letters 
of recommendation for students.  Additionally, the Placement Coordinator reaches out 
to each school to which our students are applying to advocate on their behalf prior to 
admissions decisions.  Visiting schools and cultivating relationships with area schools 
is another manner in which the Coordinator assists students. 

 

 
Q: How does The Sage School assist parents during this process? 
A: The Secondary School Placement Coordinator begins to formally work with families 
during the seventh grade year.  Group meetings are held in order to discuss timelines 
and overviews, and individual meetings are conducted with families to discuss desired 
characteristics in a secondary school.  The Coordinator passes on recommendations of 
schools to take a look at, and also consults with additional faculty members to pass on 
a range of suggestions to parents.  Throughout the fall of the eighth grade year, the 
Coordinator guides families (via group meetings, individual meetings, and multiple 



email/phone contacts) through the process, expectations, and organizations.  Parents 
can always reach out the Placement Coordinator at any time!      

 

 
Q: Sage has an advanced curriculum.  How will this affect my child in the placement 
process?  Will he/she be a competitive candidate even though their scores might be 
higher in another environment?  
A:  Area schools are very familiar with Sage and its programming.  One of the 

Placement Coordinator’s responsibilities is to continue existing relationships with 

schools, and to ensure that new prospective schools have a complete understanding of 

Sage and its unique programming.  We find that our procedures and supporting 

documentation allow schools to really get to know our students as candidates.  Our 

students historically place quite well in this competitive area of the country.     


